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“Peace s like Camegio Hall,” Grover says. “If
you want ta get there you've got to practice.”

OneDay:

A Holiday
Whose Time

Has Come?

D.C. Activist Linda Grover
Wishes All the World
A Peaceful New Year's

By Davin Mostoomeny
Washington Post Siaff Writer

She's the “peace lady,” as kids from Hine
Junior High School on Capitol Hill call her, a
lm:m encrgetic Elm:- lpiale who has
spen pursuing improbable projects.
("wrnl::ﬁ:l-udiu Und:‘Gmma Lntfrmd
il pot

She foughl to save tenants from eviction on
the Upper West Side of New York (sucoess);
sought to bring the Winter Olympics to a
small town in Oregon

Florida hospital tha n-au ,wng victims
from war zones (still trying); was chief writer
for soaps incloding “General Hospital® (sue-
oesa); lived on a boat and slarted a magaxine
about people who bive on boals (success):
trixd 1o get people around the world to wind-
surf to commemorate the 1,000th day before
the tumn of the millennium (success in San
Francisco and Maui at least).
Along the way she raised three children,
drave a cab o New York and wrote a novel
about the people of Farth uniting on New
Year's Day to work on the world's problems.
The quality o[hﬂmhyﬂﬂ:ﬁh;powbﬂay
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Linda Grovers stzon Peace for One Day

PEACE, From Cl

inherent in the first day of the year has always
captured her imagination, As a 20-year-old in
the mid-1950s during her first stint in Washing-
ton, on a dare she water-skied in the Tidal Ba-
sin on New Year's Day wearing a leopard-print

Grover's latest project, a refinement of the vi-
sion in her novel: a holiday of peace. To-

day,

“We live by the rhythms of our holidays.” she
says. “The quality of our holidays, or the mean-
ing of our holidays, defines our individual cul-
tures, And having no holiday that everyone
shares means we're all out of step, We don't
have one time all together, like Thanksgiving,”

Let us be the first to wish it: Happy OneDay.

Oh, didn’t you know? Today is One Day of
Peace and Sharing, aka OneDay—a new holi-
day, sort of. This is the day all 6 billion earth-
lings are supposed to be peaceful and share a
meal with someone from a different back-

ground.

After a long, all-volunteer lobbying campaign
by Grover, in December 2000 the US. Con-
gress a resolution
for presidents to proclaim the day every Jan. 1.
The U.N. General Assembly recently invited all
countries to celebrate it.

Last year President Clinton never followed
through on the resolution from Congress,
though he applauded OneDay advocates when
they visited the Oval Office. Last week Presi-
dent Bush issued a statement that fell short of a
proclamation. He sent “warm greetings® to all
who might be celebrating OneDay, but didn't
actually call for establishment of the day. He
added, “This celebration represents an oppor-
tunity to reflect on our hope for a new year that
brings peace, safety, and freedom to all

Scattered OneDay celebrations are

w Washington, Detroit, Salt Lake City

Ore., but OneDay so far lacks the
cultural heft of Earth Day or Mother's Day.
Most Americans are home from work for New
Year's—ihe day is already a holiday—but One-
Day doesn't appear poised to be listed on swim-
suit calendars along with Kwanma and Valen-
tine's Day.

All in good time, says Linda Grover. She fore-
sees nothing less than a global Thanksgiving

Day.

“Peace is like Carnegie Hall,® uheuyL'I[
mmlmg‘etthﬂcym‘wmm

She is padding around her Capit anlllaFa
ment one moming in striped socks with a lit
cozy foe each toe. Sluﬁvuwhwhlem
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full time.
She has rescarched how long it took for the
Mother's Day movement to to the point in

1914 when President Woodrow Wilson de-
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“Poace lady” Linda Grover has been working Tull time for three years toward the adoption of OneDay,

clared it a nationally recognized salute to
mams: 42 years. It took Conyers 15 years to
push his idea of Martin Luther King Jr. Day to
Eum by Congress and signing by President

then another 16 years for every state to
ldupt it

OneDay is not necessarily an anti-war day.
Many OneDay supporters would ke to see the
shooting stop in Afghanistan this day, but Grow-
er and others say there can't be peace until ter-
rorism i eliminated. [t's a pro-peace day.

The OneDay movement predates the current
hostilities. Inspired by the approaching new
millennium, people around the country began
groping independently toward the idea.

In 1994 a1 Verde Valley School in Sedona,
Ariz., students cast about for a project and
came up with world peace. Their mentor, Guy
Grand, a veteran of 1960s peace activism,
chuckled and said it's been tried and it didn't
work. The kids replied, “What about just one
day of peace?”

About the same time, freelanice wriler Steve
Diamond in Santa Barbara, Calif,, and commu-
nications manager Robert Silversiein in Roose
velt, N.J,, worked on the concept of *One Day
in Peace, January 1, 2000. 'l'l_'ncrpubihheda

title, eventually
printed in 22 languages.

Meanwhile, Grover, then living in Klamath
Falls, Ore., organized a pre-millennium confer-
ence, It drew many of the people working on
proto-OneDay notions whoe had met over the

She advocated an annual Millennium
Meal for people around the world to break

She believes sharing a meal together ercates
a bond like no other experience, Back on the
Upper West Side in 1970 when developers
wanted to knock down the seven-story building
that was home to her family and about 20 oth-
ers, she fought back with food. Neighbors, poli-

ticians, developers and reporters gathered for
the “Seven-Story Dinner™—one course on each
floor. The building was saved, Grover published
a book about it called “The House Keepers,®

After she moved to Washington to campaign
for OneDay, she enlisted children to help, from
Hine Junior High, Brent Elementary School in
the District and Mount Rainier Elementary in
Prince George's County,

“If you can't have peace every day, you'd
hope you could at least have it for one day,” says
Caitlin Follingstad, 10, who lobbied Congress
members with Grover, *It's like a really impaor-
tant holiday,”

Jan. 1, 2000: The governments of 100 na
tions and 25 American governors proclaim
their support for the first One Day in l'cnrr de-
clared by organizers. The world manages to
pull off a smooth Y2K trunsition—an achieve-
n]:fnt Grover says should be celebrated annp-
al

Jan, 1, 2001; Shortly before New Year's, Con-
Hresa the OneDay resolution,

Today: Grover hides any disappointment she
may have that Bush did not come oul stronger
to establish OneDay. "He has blessed the holi
day and we're glad for that,” she says, i

In Washington today, at 3 p.m. at the In-
stitute for Multitrack Diplomacy, 1819 H St
NW, lsraeli and Palestinian children and others
are scheduled to reenacl the first Millennium
Meal, which was held on OneDay 2000 st a Pak
estinlan refugee camp on the West Bank.

In Detroit, Conyers plans to join children and
religious leaders at a mosque for a OneDay cele-
bration. In Salt Lake City, activists plan a neigh-

peace project,

Grover plans to be in Oregon, where the gow
ernor has officially sanctioned OneDay, In Pogtt
land there will be music, dance and speeches,
OneDay, she says, “is wonderful now, and in
100 years it's going to be magnificent.”



